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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the 
fee set forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. 
Since this application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, 
and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the 
previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .1 14. 
Applicant's submission filed on 05/22/2008 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 1, 3, 4, 14, 16, 17, 27, 29, 30 and 40 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point 
out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the 
invention. 

In claims 1 and 14, ,it is not clear whether applicant's claimed 
"destination image" on lines 7,10 and 14 are the same or different or different 
from "destination image" on line 3. And on line 12, applicant's claimed "source 
image" whether the same or different from "source image" on line 4-5. Therefore, 
claim 1 is indefinite. 

In claims 3 and 4, lines, 2 and 4-5,it is not clear whether applicant's 
claimed "edge of the image" is the source image or the destination image, 
or another image Therefore claims 3 and 4 are indefinite. 
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Claims 16, 17, 29 and 30 refer to claim 3 rejection. 
Claims 27, and 40 refer to claim 1 rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

5. Claims 1, 2, 10, 1 1, 14, 15, 24 and 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over Echerer et ai, hereinafter, Echerer, (U.S. 
Patent number 5, 740, 267) in viewofOkuno etal., thereinafter, Okuno (U.S. 
Patent number 6, 546, 157 B1). 

Regarding claims 1, Echerer discloses a method to zoom a region of 
interest from a digital image (see column 4, lines 18), wherein a resolution of the 
region of interest is either decimated or enlarged to fit into a destination image 
(see column 8, lines 30-35, resolution, original film size, number of pixels in the x 
and y directions), comprises the following steps 

(1) define size and location of region of interest as part of source image (see 
column 1, lines 66-67, column 5, line 12 and column 8, lines 30-31) and (6) 
display zoomed region of interest in destination image (see column 4, lines 18, 
column 9, lines 60-63 and column 10, line 31). 

Echerer does not disclose (2) calculate scale of conversion in x- and y- 
direction; (3) calculate number of rows of pixels of destination image according to 
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scale of conversion desired in y-direction; (4) calculate number of pixels 
contained in a row of pixels of destination image according to scale of 
conversion desired in x- direction; (5) calculate color values of each pixel along 
the rows of pixels of the destination image by interpolation from nearest row of 
pixels of source image. 

However, Okuno discloses (2) calculate scale of conversion in x- and y- 
direction (see fig. 1-4, column 1, lines 33-48); (3) calculate number of rows of 
pixels of destination image according to scale of conversion desired in y-direction 
(see fig. 1-4, column 1, lines 33-48); 

(4) calculate number of pixels contained in a row of pixels of destination image 
according to scale of conversion desired in x- direction (see fig. 1-4, column 1, 
lines 33-48); 

(5) calculate color values of each pixel along the rows of pixels of the 
destination image by interpolation from nearest row of pixels of source image 
(see fig. 12, column 2, lines 29-33 and column 7, lines 57-63). 

It would have been obvious to someone of the ordinary skill in the art at the 
time when the invention was made to use Okuno's calculate scale of conversion 
in x- and y- direction in Echerer's a method to zoom a region of interest from a 
digital image because it will allow to enlarge or reduce an image at an arbitrary 
ratio by increasing or decreasing the numbers of pixels, [Okuno's, see column 1, 
lines 25-27]. 
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Regarding claim 2, Okuno discloses the method of claim 1 wherein a 
linear interpolation (see fig. 12, column 2, lines 29-33 and column 7, lines 57-63) 
method has been used. 

Regarding claim 10, Echerer discloses the method of claim 1 wherein the 
region of interest has the shape of a rectangle (see column 6, lines 55-60). 

Regarding claim 11, Echerer discloses the method of claim 1 wherein the 
destination image has the shape of a rectangle (see column 6, lines 55-60). 

Regarding claim 14, Echerer discloses a method to zoom a region of 
interest from a digital image (see column 4, line 18), wherein a resolution of the 
region of interest is either decimated or enlarged to fit into a destination image 
(see column 8, lines 30-35, resolution, original film size , number of pixels in the 
x and y directions), comprises the following steps: (1) define size and location of 
region of interest as part of source image (see column 1, lines 66-67, column 5, 
line 12 and column 8, lines 30-31) and (6) display zoomed region of interest in 
destination image (see column 4, line 18, column 9, lines 60-63 and column 10, 
line 31). 

Echerer does not disclose (2) calculate scale of conversion in x-and y- 
direction; (3) calculate number of columns of pixels of destination image 
according to scale of conversion desired in x-direction; (4) calculate number of 
pixels contained in a column of pixels of destination image according to scale of 
conversion desired in y-direction; (5) calculate color values of columns of pixels 
of destination image by interpolation from nearest column of pixels of source 
image. 
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However, Okuno discloses (2) calculate scale of conversion in x-and y- 
direction (see fig. 1-4, column 1, lines 33-48); 

(3) calculate number of columns of pixels of destination image according to 
scale of conversion desired in x- direction (see fig. 1-4, column 1, lines 33-48); 

(4) calculate number of pixels contained in a column of pixels of destination 
image according to scale of conversion desired in y-direction (see fig. 1-4, column 

1, lines 33-48); 

(5) calculate color values of columns of pixels of destination image by 
interpolation from nearest column of pixels of source image (see fig. 12, column 

2, lines 29-33 and column 7, lines 57-63). 

It would have been obvious to someone of the ordinary skill in the art at the 
time when the invention was made to use Okuno's calculate scale of conversion 
in x- and y- direction in Echerer's a method to zoom a region of interest from a 
digital image because it will allow to enlarge or reduce an image at an arbitrary 
ratio by increasing or decreasing the numbers of pixels, [Okuno's, see column 1, 
lines 25-27]. 

Regarding claim 15, Okuno discloses the method of claim 14 wherein a 
linear interpolation (see fig. 12, column 2, lines 29-33 and column 7, lines 57-63) 
Method has been used. 

Regarding claim 24, Echerer discloses the method of claim 14 wherein 
the region of interest has the shape of a rectangle (see column 6, lines 55-60). 

Regarding claim 25, Echerer discloses the method of claim 14 wherein the 
destination image has the shape of a rectangle (see column 6, lines 55-60). 
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6. Claims 4, 8, 9, 13,17,21, 22, 26-28, 30, 34, 35 and 37-40 are rejected 
under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Echerer in view of Okuno as 
applied to claims 1 and 14 above, and further in view of Harasimiuk (U.S. 
Publication number 2002/0 1541 23 A 1 ). 

Regarding claim 4, Echerer and Okuno disclose zoom a region of 
interest from a digital image. 

Echerer and Okuno do not disclose the method of claim 1 wherein the 
color values of the pixels of the destination image being located between the left 
side edge of the image and the first pixel of the nearest row of pixels of the 
region of interest of the source image and the color values of the pixels of the 
destination image being located between the right side edge of the image and 
the last pixel of the nearest row of the source image are achieved by interpolating 
the color values of the first, or correspondingly the last, pixel of the nearest row of 
the source image with a neighboring pixels outside the region of interest of the 
source image. 

However, Harasimiuk discloses the method of claim 1 wherein the color 
values of the pixels of the destination image being located between the left side 
edge of the image and the first pixel of the nearest row of pixels of the region of 
interest of the source image and the color values of the pixels of the destination 
image being located between the right side edge of the image and the last pixel 
of the nearest row of the source image are achieved by interpolating the color 
values of the first, or correspondingly the last, pixel of the nearest row of the 
source image with a neighboring pixels outside the region of interest of the 
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source imagef see page 1, paragraph [0012] lines 1-13 and paragraph [0013] 
lines 1- 13, page 6, paragraph [0111], page 11, paragraph [0190] and [0191]). 

Regarding claim 8, Harasimiuk discloses the method of claim 1 wherein the 
digital image is a video image (see page 1, paragraph [0004] line 4 and 
paragraph [0002] line 7). 

Regarding claim 9, Harasimiuk discloses the method of claim 1 wherein 
the digital image is a still image from a digital camera (see page 1, paragraph 
[0004] line 4, i.e., it is obvious that digital camera generates digital images). 

Regarding claim 13, Harasimiuk discloses the method of claim 1 wherein 
the method invented is implemented using one common software program (see 
page 6, paragraph [0094] lines 1-6). 

Regarding claim 17, Harasimiuk discloses the method of claim 14 wherein 
the color values of the pixels of the destination image being located between the 
left side edge of the image and the first pixel of the nearest row of pixels of the 
region of interest of the source image and the color values of the pixels of the 
destination image being located between the right side edge of the image and 
the last pixel of the nearest row of the source image are achieved by interpolating 
the color values of the first, or correspondingly the last, pixel of the nearest row of 
the source image with a neighboring pixels outside the region of interest of the 
source image (see page 1, paragraph [0012] lines 1-13 and paragraph [0013] 
lines 1- 13, page 6, paragraph [0111], page 11, paragraph [0190] and [0191]). 
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Regarding claim 21 , Harasimiuk discloses the method of claim 14 
wherein the digital image is a video image (see page 1, paragraph [0001] line 4 
and paragraph [0002] line 7). 

Regarding claim 22, Harasimiuk discloses the method of claim 14 
wherein the digital image is a still image from a digital camera (see page 1, 
paragraph [0004] line 4, i.e., it is obvious digital camera generates digital image). 

Regarding claim 26, Harasimiuk discloses the method of claim 14 
wherein the method invented is implemented using one common software 
program (seepage 6, paragraph [0094] lines 1-6). 

Regarding claim 27, Echerer discloses a method to zoom a region of interest 
from a digital image (see column 4, line 18), wherein a resolution of the region of 
interest is either decimated or enlarged to fit into a destination image (see 
column 8, lines 30-35, resolution, original film size, number of pixels in the x and 
y directions), comprises the following steps: 

(1) define size and location of region of interest as part of source image (see 
column 1, lines 66-67, column 5, line 12 and column 12, lines 30-31 and (11) 
display zoomed region of interest in destination image (see column 4, line 18, 
column 9, lines 60-63 and column 10, line 31). 

Echerer does not disclose (2) calculate the scale of conversion of the 
resolution in x-and y- direction; 

(3) calculate number of rows of pixels of destination image according to scale 
of conversion desired in y-direction; 
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(4) calculate number of pixels contained in a row of pixels of destination 
image according to scale of conversion desired in x-direction; 

(5) calculate x, y virtual starting point of destination pixel for each frame; 

(6) calculate virtual location of first destination pixel for new row in x-direction 
and interpolate new color values of color space of the first destination pixel from 
nearest source pixels located at nearest row of source pixels in y-direction; 

(7) calculate virtual position of next destination pixel in x-direction according 
to scale factor end interpolate new color values of color space used of the next 
pixel from nearest source pixels located at nearest row of source pixels in y- 
direction; (8) go to next step (8) if last destination pixel in x-direction has been 
reached otherwise go to step (6); (9) go to step (1 1 ) if last row of destination 
pixels has been reached otherwise go to next step (9); (10) calculate virtual 
location of next row in y-direction according to scale factor in y-direction and go 
to step (5). 

However, Okuno discloses (2) calculate the scale of conversion of the 
resolution in x-and y- direction (see fig. 1.4, column 1, lines 33-48); (3) calculate 
number of rows of pixels of destination image according to scale of conversion 
desired in y-direction (see fig. 1-4, column 1, lines 33-48); (4) calculate number of 
pixels contained in e row of pixels of destination image according to scale of 
conversion desired in x-direction (see fig. 1.4, column 1, lines 33.48). 

Echererand Okuno do not disclose (5) calculate x, y virtual starting point 
of destination pixel for each frame; (6) calculate virtual location of first destination 
pixel for new row in x-direction and interpolate new color values of color space of 
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the first destination pixel from nearest source pixels located at nearest row of 
source pixels in y-direction; (7) calculate virtual position of next destination pixel 
in x-direction according to scale factor and interpolate new color values of color 
space used of the next pixel from nearest source pixels located at nearest row of 
source pixels in y-direction; (8) go to next step (8) if last destination pixel in x- 
direction has been reached otherwise go to step (6); (9) go to step (1 1) if last row 
of destination pixels has been reached otherwise go to next step (9); (10) 
calculate virtual location of next row in y-direction according to scale factor in y- 
direction and go to step (5). 

However, Harasimiuk discloses (5) calculate x, y virtual starting point of 
destination pixel for each frame (see fig. 3, page 11, paragraph [0193] lines 1-2); 
(6) calculate virtual location of first destination pixel for new row in x-direction and 
interpolate new color values of color space of the first destination pixel from 
nearest source pixels located at nearest row of source pixels in y-direction (see 
fig. 3, page 11, paragraph [0193] lines 1-2 and page 1, paragraph [0012] lines 1- 
13 and paragraph [0013] lines 1-13, page 6, paragraph [0111], paragraph [0190] 
and [0191]); (7) calculate virtual position of next destination pixel in x-direction 
according to scale factor and interpolate new color values of color space used of 
the next pixel from nearest source pixels located at nearest row of source pixels 
in y-direction (see fig. 1-4, column 1, line 33-48 and page 1, paragraph [0012] 
lines 1-13 and paragraph [0013] lines 1-13, page 6, paragraph [0111], page 11, 
paragraph [0190] and [0191]); (8) go to next step (8) if last destination pixel in x- 
direction has been reached otherwise go to step (6); (9) go to step (1 1) if last row 
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of destination pixels has been reached otherwise go to next step (9) (see page 6, 
paragraph [0094] lines 1-6); (1 0) calculate virtual location of next row in y- 
direction according to scale factor in y-direction (see fig. 1-4, column 1, lines 33- 
48) and go to step (5). 

It would have been obvious to someone of the ordinary skill in the art at the 
time when the invention was made to use Harasimiuk's calculate x, y virtual 
starting point of destination pixel in Echerer's and Okuno's a method to zoom a 
region of interest from a digital image because it will allow to assess the 
parameters that define the scaling operation to find the ratio in one or both 
directions of the source size in number of pixels to the target size in number of 
pixels, [Haraimiuk's, see page 6, paragraph [0100] lines 1-5]. 

Regarding claim 28, Okuno discloses the method of claim 27 wherein a 
linear interpolation (see fig. 12, column 12, lines 29-33, and column 7, lines 57- 
63) method has been used. 

Regarding claim 30, Harasimiuk discloses the method of claim 27 
wherein the color values of the pixels of the destination image being located 
between the left side edge of the image and the first pixel of the nearest row of 
pixels of the region of interest of the source image and the color values of the 
pixels of the destination image being located between the right side edge of the 
image and the last pixel of the nearest row of the source image are achieved by 
interpolating the color values of the first, or correspondingly the last, pixel of the 
nearest row of the source image with a neighboring pixels outside the region of 
interest of the source image ( see page 1, paragraph [0012] lines 1-13 and 
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paragraph [0013] lines 1- 13, page 6, paragraph [0111], page 11, paragraph 
[0190] and [0191]). 

Regarding claim 34, Harasimiuk discloses the method of claim 27 wherein 
the digital image is a video image (see page 1, paragraph [004] line 4 and 
paragraph [0002] line 7). 

Regarding claim 35, Harasimiuk discloses the method of claim 27 wherein 
the digital image is a still image from a digital camera (see page 1, paragraph 
[0004] line 4, i.e., it is obvious that digital camera generates digital image). 

Regarding claim 37, Echerer discloses the method of claim 27 wherein the 
region of interest has the shape of a rectangle {see column 6, lines 55-60). 

Regarding claim 38, Echerer discloses the method of claim 27 wherein the 
destination image has the shape of a rectangle (see column 6, lines 55-60). 

Regarding claim 39, Harasimiuk discloses the method of claim 27 wherein 
the method invented is implemented using one common software program (see 
page 6, paragraph [0094] lines 1-6). 

Regarding claim 40, Echerer discloses a method to zoom a region of interest 
from a digital image (see column 4, line 18), wherein a resolution of the region of 
interest is either decimated or enlarged to fit in a destination image (see column 
8, lines 30-35, resolution, original film size , number of pixels in the x and y 
directions), comprises the following steps: (1) define size and location of region 
of interest as part of source image (see column 1, lines 66-67, column 5, line 12 
and column 8, lines 30-31) and (1 1) display zoomed region of interest in 
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destination image (see column 4, line 18, column 9, lines 60-63 and column 10, 
line 31). 

Echerer does not disclose (2) calculate the scale of decimation in x-and y- 
direction; (3) calculate number of columns of pixels of destination image 
according to scale of conversion desired in x-direction; (4) calculate number of 
pixels contained in a column of pixels of destination image according to scale of 
conversion desired in y-direction; (5) calculate x, y virtual starting point of 
destination pixel for each frame; (6) calculate virtual location of first destination 
pixel for new column in y-direction and interpolate new color values of color 
space of the first destination pixel from nearest source pixels located at nearest 
column of source pixels in x-direction; (7) calculate virtual position of next 
destination pixel in y-direction according to scale factor and interpolate new color 
values of color space used of said next pixel from nearest source pixels located 
at nearest column of source pixels in x-direction; (8) go to next step (8) if last 
destination pixel in y-direction has been reached otherwise go to step (6); (9) go 
to step (1 1) if last column of destination pixels has been reached otherwise go to 
next step (9); (10) calculate virtual location of next column in x-direction 
according to scale factor in x-direction and go to step (5). 

However, Okuno discloses (2) calculate the scale of decimation in x-and 
y- direction (see fig. 1-4, column 1, lines 33-48); (3) calculate number of columns 
of pixels of destination image according to scale of conversion desired in x- 
direction (see fig. 1-4, column 1, lines 33-48); (4) calculate number of pixels 
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contained in a column of pixels of destination image according to scale of 
conversion desired in y-direction (see fig. 1-4, column 1, lines 33-48). 

Echerer and Okuno do not disclose (5) calculate x, y virtual starting point 
of destination pixel for each frame; (6) calculate virtual location of first destination 
pixel for new column in y-direction and interpolate new color values of color 
space of the first destination pixel from nearest source pixels located at nearest 
column of source pixels in x-direction; (7) calculate virtual position of next 
destination pixel in y-direction according to scale factor and interpolate new color 
values of color space used of said next pixel from nearest source pixels located 
at nearest column of source pixels in x-direction; (8) go to next step (8) if last 
destination pixel in y-direction has been reached otherwise go to step (6); (9) go 
to step (1 1 ) if last column of destination pixels has been reached otherwise go to 
next step (9); (10) calculate virtual location of next column in x-direction 
according to scale factor in x-direction and go to step (5). 

However, Harasimiuk discloses (5) calculate x, y virtual starting point of 
destination pixel for each frame (see fig. 3, page 11, paragraph [0193] lines 1-2); 
(6) calculate virtual location of first destination pixel for new column in y-direction 
and interpolate new color values of color space of the first destination pixel from 
nearest source pixels located at nearest column of source pixels in x-direction 
(see page 1, paragraph [0012] lines 1-13 and paragraph [0013] lines 1-13, page 
6, paragraph [0111], page 11, paragraph [0190] and [0191]) and ; (7) calculate 
virtual position of next destination pixel in y-direction according to scale factor 
and interpolate new color values of color space used of the next pixel from 
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nearest source pixels located at nearest column of source pixels in x-direction 
(see page 1, paragraph [0012] lines 1-13 and paragraph [0013] lines 1-13, page 

6, paragraph [0111], page 11, paragraph [0190] and [0191]); (8) go to next step 
(8) if last destination pixel in y-direction has been reached otherwise go to step 
(6) (see page 6, paragraph [0094] lines 1-6); (9) go to step (1 1 ) if last column of 
destination pixels has been reached otherwise go to next step (9); (10) calculate 
virtual location of next column in x-direction according to scale factor in x- 
direction (see fig. 3, page 11, paragraph [0193] lines 1-2) and go to step (5). 

It would have been obvious to someone of the ordinary skill in the art at 
the time when the invention was made to use Harasimiuk's calculate x, y virtual 
starting point of destination pixel in Echerer's and Okuno's a method to zoom a 
region of interest from a digital image because it will allow to assess the 
parameters that define the scaling operation to find the ratio in one.or both 
directions of the source size in number of pixels to the target size in number of 
pixels, [Harasimiuk's, see page 6, paragraph [0100] lines 1-5]. 

7. Claims 5-7, 12, 18-20, 23 and 31-33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 
as being unpatentable over Echerer in view of Okuno as applied to claims 1, 14, 
27 and 40 above, and further in view of Zheng (U.S. Patent number 6, 453, 074 
B1). 

Regarding claim 5, Zheng discloses the method of claim 1 wherein the 
digital image is a color image using any color space (see column 7, lines 26-27). 

Regarding claim 6, Zheng discloses the method of claim 5 wherein the 
color space is a R-G-B color space (see column 7, lines 26-27). 
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Regarding claim 7, Zheng discloses the method of claim 5 wherein the color 
space is an YCbCr color space (see column 7, lines 26-27, i.e., YcbCr referred 
as to L*a*b). 

Regarding claim 12, Zheng discloses the method of claim 1 wherein the 
method invented is used to convert the resolution of the region of interest in any 
direction (see item 812, abstract, line 1 and column 4, lines 39-40). 

Regarding claim 18, Zheng disclosesthe method of claim 14 wherein the 
digital image is a color image using any color space (see column 7, lines 26-27). 

Regarding claim 19, Zheng discloses the method of claim 18 wherein the 
color space is a R-G-B color space (see column 7, lines 26-27). 

Regarding claim 20, Zheng discloses the method of claim 18 wherein the 
color space isan YCbCr color space (see column 7, lines 26-27, i.e., YcbCr 
referred as to L*a*b). 

Regarding claim 23, Zheng discloses the method of claim 14 wherein the 
method invented is used to convert the resolution of the region of interest in any 
direction (see item 182, abstract, line 1 and column 4, lines 39-40). 

Regarding claim 31 , Zheng discloses the method of claim 7 wherein the 
digital image is a color image using any color space (see column 7, lines 26-27). 

Regarding claim 32, Zheng discloses the method of claim 31 wherein the 
color space is a R-G-B color space (see column 7, lines 26-27). 

Regarding claim 33, Zheng discloses the method of claim 31 wherein the 
color space is an YCbCr color space (see column 7, lines 26-27, i.e., YcrCb 
referred as to L*a*b). 
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8. Claim 36 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Echerer in view of Okuno and further in view of Harasimiuk as applied to claim 1, 
14, 27 and 40 above, and further in view of Zheng. 

Regarding claim 36, Echerer, Okuno and Harasimiuk disclose a method to 
zoom a region of interest from a digital image (see column 4, line 18). 

Echerer, Okuno and Harasimiuk do not disclose convert the resolution of 
the region of interest in any direction. 

However, Zheng discloses the method of claim 27 wherein the method 
invented is used to convert the resolution of the region of interest in any direction 
(see item 182, abstract, line 1 and column 4, lines 39-40). 

It would have been obvious to someone of the ordinary skill in the art at the 
time when the invention was made to use 7heng's convert the resolution of the 
region of interest in any direction in Echerer's, Okuno's and Harasimiuk's a 
method to zoom a region of interest from a digital image because it will allow to 
transform the color image into a color space, [Zheng's, see column 2, lines 42- 
46]. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

9. Claims 3, 16 and 29 would be allowable if it overcome the rejection under 
112, second paragraph and rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Claim 3 recites the claim limitation "wherein the color values of the pixels of the 
destination image being located between the left side edge of the image and the 
first pixel of the nearest row of pixels of the region of interest of the source image 
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and the color values of the pixels of the destination image being located between 
the right side edge of the image and the last pixel of the nearest row of the 
source image are achieved by replicating the color values of said first, or 
correspondingly said last, pixel of the nearest row of the source image. " None of 
references teach these claim limitations. 

Response to Arguments 

10. Applicant's arguments field on November 23, 2007 have been 
respectfully considered, but they are not persuasive. Applicant argued that 
reference (Echerer's invention discloses non-analogous art compared to the 
claim invention). 

Examiner disagreed with applicant, because Echerer discloses a method 
to zoom a region of interest from a digital image (see column 4, lines 19-22, 
column 9, lines 56-64 and column 11, line 39-column 12, line 41, i.e., portion of 
image referred to a region of interest from a digital image). 

Examiner believes that Echerer discloses the claim invention and 
analogous art Echerer discloses color (see column 6, lines 55-67). 

Applicant also argued that references (Echerer and Okuno) did not have 
any basis to combine. Examiner believes that these two references can be 
combined because they are analogous art to claim invention. 

Conclusion 

1 1 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications 
from the examiner should be directed to AKLILU k. WOLDEMARIAM whose 
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telephone number is (571)270-3247. The examiner can normally be reached on 
Monday-Thursday 6:30 a.m-5:00 p.m EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Samir Ahmed can be reached on 571-272-7413. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Samir Ahmed, 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2624 

Ik. k. W./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 2624 
07/27/2008 
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Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2624 



